CHAPTER FIVE

A Theoretical Interlude:

Blueprint for Colonial

Revolution

THE DOCTRINE

THE basic principles of the revolution in the East have been ex-
pounded by Lenin, Stalin, and the resolutions of the Soviet
government and the Comintern either in the decade preceding the
revolution in Russia or during the first five formative years of the
Soviet regime. These principles dealt with (i) the role of colonies
and semicolonies in the proletarian revolution, (2) the problem of
historical development in these areas, and (3) the question of self-
determination. Study of them is instructive in that it permits us to
understand more adequately Soviet policies in the Middle East and
to remove doubts that are bound to arise in view of some apparently
contradictory Soviet tactics. We shall endeavor to sum up briefly
the official Soviet doctrine in this field.

It will be proper, perhaps, to start this review by reminding the
reader that world revolution has never ceased to be the ultimate
aim of the Soviet leaders. "The victory of socialism in one country,"
writes Stalin, defending himself against the accusations of Trotsky's
followers that he has betrayed the revolution,

is not a self-sufficient task. In the country where it is victorious, the revolu-
tion must regard itself not as a self-sufficient quantity, but as a support, a
means for hastening the victory of the proletariat in all countries. For the
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